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GLENN DAVIS - BONITA HIGH SCHOOL
THE FIRST HEISMAN TROPHY WINNER FROM THE CIFSS

Glenn Davis, who graduated from Bonita Higth8olin 1943 was the 1%

winner of the Heisman Award given to the finest collegiate football player in

the nation for 1946The CIFSS also hatbhn Huarte (1964) Mater Dei High

School, Carson Palmer (2002) Santa Naitg High School and Matt

Leinart (2004)Mater Dei High Schoglas Heisman Trophy winners. Glenn

Davis won the award as a star halfback for Army and was referred to as

A Mr_. O wlong witth Rissfamous Heisman Trophy (1945) running mate

Doc Bl anchard who was call ed #iMr. | nsi
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Preliminary C.I.F. football Play OFf
South Pasadena-San Marino Tigers Vs. Bonita Bearcats

TIDBITS ON GLENN DAVIS

1 Glenn Woodward Davis was born December 25, 1925, in Claremont,
California.

T He was referred to as AJuni oro beca
his twin brother, Ralph.



1 His fatherRalph was the bank managetrtio¢ First National Bank of
Claremont. Halso owned44 lemon trees in 644 orange tragth
his wife Irma in La Verne.

T Both the boys were ver yTheydoubhleve and
dated together, played harmless pranks and were both fine athletes.

They hung around the Bonita High School football field as ten year
olds.

1 They worked summers as fruit pickers, camp counselors in the San
Bernardino Mountains and as defense workers at a plant on Olympic
Boulevard in Los Angeles

1 While at Bonita High SchoplGlenn Davis played in four
sportséfootball, mMmeksHelwvanll3varsith asket ba
letters (some say 16 letters because of the exponent system then in
effect).

T The ASmudge Poto award goes to the
High School plays SaDimas High School in footbalDuring
Davisos time at Bonita High School
High School.

1 Early Bonita High School yell:

ASock 6éem inithe collar button
Hit O0em in the jaw.
Drag O6ememetheuy t hRah! Rah! Rah! o

Bonita High School Alma Mater
Alma Mater, Hail to Thee!
Loyal we shall ever be.
Through the years our homage bring
And to thy praises sing.

For the friendds, steadf a and true
Happy days we spend with you. e

We, thy sonsrd daughters, sing MCINM

Hail! Bonita Hail! Ewell Blackwell

1 Another greaBonitaathlete n t he 19306s was futur
pitcher Ewell Blackwellwho was the best pitcher of his times for the
Cincinnati Reds. Both Ewell and Davis were coached by Orville
Thomasonwho went on to open Loara High SchaoAnaheimas
Principal in 1962.



91 Davisscored 236 points in football his senior year and led Bonita
High School (the Bearcats) to a 39 to 6 winraMewport Harbor
High Schooland the CIFSS Class A title with five touchdown runs.
They won their playoff games 440, 4112 and 39%. In the 4112 win
over South Pasadena, Davis became a
I t em. | n B o n offenaebesthresvia togchdewn wasata
his brother, Bonita was offside. He threw another TD pass to his
brother and they were offside again. On the third play, Davis threw
another TD pass. Bonita was flagged for holding. On the fourth play
from 55 yardsout he faled a pass and ran it in for a touchdown. As a
resul t he bec@lanemok@Gomeind as t he 0

He was the 1942 CIFSS Player of the Year in football.

He was All CIFSS in baseball.

He received the 1943 Knute Rockne Trophy as the best track star in
Southern@ | i f o r anithe #00 yard dash in &conds along
with a 20.9 in th20 yard sprint. He also ran thedays.He placed

2"'in the 100and 220 CIFSS finals.
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Davis in action as prep star at Bonita Higchool




1 He was planning on going to USC, but vedfered a Congressional
appointment to the Army Acadenfipm Congressman Jerry Voorhis.
Davisagreed only to go if his brother Ralph was given a berté too
which he was.

1 During his plebe year he tooktheMa st er o fphysitak Swor d o

fitness test at West Point which included the 300 yard run, dodge run,
vertical jump, parallel bar dips, softball throwsfs, chirups, and
the standing broad jump. The averag
score was 926.dut of 1,00Q an all time highHe later upped that
score to 962.5.
1 He led the Army tearas a fullbacko a 71 2- 1 record in 1943, one
of their best results in years.
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He had trouble with his math scores at the Acadewag bund

deficient and was asked to leave West Point at the end of 1943.

He enrolled at the Webb Prep School in California and completed an
intensive four month math co@snd was readmitted back to the
academy for the 19445 school year as a plebe.

He was onsidered to be the fastest man in college football.
Hewas®® 0 and weighed 170 pounds.
Hi s running st ywhplikeadeerfooted,er red t o a
devastating change of pace, powehfgl drive and a strong stiff arm.
He ran like the wind and was pogetn motion

He lettered in football, trackaseball (center fieldeand basketball at
West Point.

Branch Rickeyof the Dodgersommented that Davisould fetcha
$75,000 bonus for a major league baseball signing.

With the arrivalof D6 Bl anchar d, @ Mr. |l nsi de, 0O
235 pounds, they became knowasthEouc hdown Twi ns. 0

In 1944, Davis led th nation with an average of 1ards per carry

scored 120 points and won the Maxwell Trophy, the Walter Camp

Trophy and the Helms Fadation Trophy. He was second in the

Heisman votingThe Army team finished undefeated, the first time

since 1916.

Legendary Armycach Ear | fiRedo aBl aiitkh ep rbaeisste
pl ayer | have seen, anywhere, anyt.
In 1945 he was runnaip to Blanchat in the Heisman voting.




1 In 1946 the Black Knights were again undefeated, but were tied by
Notre Dame. Davis won the Heisman Trophy that year.

Heisman Trophy painting of
Glenn Davis

1 His best game in 1946 was against Michigdren he played
guarterback rushing for 105 yards, completed 7 of 8 passes for 160
yards, caught a 31 yard touchdown pass, intercepted two passes
played the whole game on defense and made the defensiva ey
game at the enithat closed ouA r my Ot@&y. vi C

1 He averaged 58 minutes per game and one TD every nine times he
touched the ball. His 11.7 yards gained per carry in i9gull a
NCAA record.In38gameshes cor ed 59 touchdownseé?2
37 yards and the longest was 87 yards.

1 Hewasdrafted y t he NFL 6 sbutbasltorfubfilinis Li ons
military obligation which he didy servingin Korea until 1950.
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He played with the LoAngeles Rams from 1950 to 1953

participatingin two Championshigames; Davised the Rams in

rushing and touchdowns in 1950.

He had injured his knefgore cartilage and ligaments in his right
knee)while filming the 1946 moviegl Th e SWest t Pami nt , 0O
the UCLA practice fielcand the injury reurred in 1951. He said that

in his last yees of professional footbalie was a better physical

player in high school due to his injuries.

AN ACTION-FPACKED FEATURE FlLm!

PAY THE PRIC
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He was voted into the Colleg®otball Hall of Fame in 1961.

CoachBl ai k sai d he was, fibashful as a
thoughhewasanAhmer i can. 0

Even if Davis was bashful, he dated actress Ann Blyth and Elizabeth

Taylor. He was married briefly to actress Terry Moore tanéllen

Harriet Lancaster Slack for 43 years until her death.




9 His last wife was Yvonne, who interestingly enough was maraed t
another Heisman Trophy winnAfan AmechethegreatUniversity
of Wisconsin and Baltimore Colts running back.

Yvonne Ameche Davis

Davis award

Winners of The Times' high school football player-of-the-year award, named after 1946 Heisman
Trophy winner Glenn Davis from Army, who died in 2005. He starred at La Verne Bonita, leading the
Bearcats to a 39-6 victory over Newport Harbor in the 1942 Southern Section final by scoring five
touchdowns:

1 Heworked forheALos Angl es Timeso as their
Director forover 30 years.

1 He retired to La Quinta, California and loveddlay golf.

1 He gave his beloved Heismanophy to Bonita High School and
asked that no publicity surround the presentatiomtheday re left
t he Hei sman Trophy on the Principal
case and saw a small nondescript trojpisgribedwi t h iDownt own
Business Communityo thatéhehsked used
to take it home for the memories of his belovedsth



Gl enn Davisodos Heisman Trophy in the main

1ot Mr. Outsidles,” prerhaps the best that erer wos

“ M,




GLENN W. DAVIS

A
ANDING € Ll‘l FOOTBALL PLAYER
e N TRE Ulﬂl. STATES

Historical display case in the Bonita High School Library



1 The football stadiunat Bonita High Schoalvasnamed after hinmn
1986.
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1 The location wher®avisattended higlschoolnow belongto
Damien High School iiha Verne The current Bonita High School
campus was built years after he graduated.

He died on March 9, 2006le was 80 years old.
He is buried at West Point near his footlcalach Earl Blaik
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