Math 104
College Algebra

Syllabus



Fall 2019
Instructor:

David Shibuya


Office:


Mainiero 155B

Hours:  

By appointment

E-mail:

dshibuya@laverne.edu

Time and Place:  
M, W 3:30-5:05 P.M.
Text :  College Algebra Fifth Edition, Beecher, Penna, Bittinger 2016.  The material covered will include chapters 1-7.  A Student Study and Solutions Guide is available for purchase in the university bookstore, featuring solutions to selected odd-numbered text exercises with solution methods matching those of the text, summaries of key concepts in each text chapter, self-tests, and study strategies.

Prerequisite:  MATH 102 Intermediate Algebra, or the equivalent of a year and a half of high school algebra and geometry and a passing score on the Math Placement Exam A.

Course Description:  This course provides a basic understanding of the fundamental mathematical concepts necessary to achieve the breadth and depth of a complete liberal arts education.  Knowledge of basic algebraic operations are covered, and their utilization in problem-solving in the physical and social sciences emphasized.  A wide variety of practical applications of elementary algebra are discussed, and the reasoning processes relevant to setting up and solving problems are developed.

Goals:  The goals of this course include the following: to develop basic reasoning and problem-solving skills using topics from college-level algebra as resource tools; to acquire proficiency in the manipulation of and operations involving algebraic equations; to learn techniques of solution for linear and quadratic equations and systems of linear equations; to become familiar with elementary functions and their uses in modeling physical situations; to develop skills in graphing relevant to basic analytic geometry, as well as the ability to interpret and analyze data presented in various forms; to become familiar with the uses of technology in working with graphs of functions; and finally, to become familiar with a wide variety of practical applications of elementary college mathematics in diverse fields of undergraduate study.

Homework:  There will be homework assigned for every section covered in class.  Assignments will consist of required problems.  It is strongly suggested that you do all the assigned homework.  There is a strong correlation to success and amount of homework completed.  The homework will be turned in at the beginning of every class and is subject to being graded.  This homework will account for 15% of your grade.  Homework will be collected at the beginning of class.  No late homework will be accepted.

Homework assignment must be neatly written, stapled, and must clearly include your name and section number of the assigned homework.  Homework that does not meet these standards will not be graded.

Attendance: 
You are expected to attend regularly, to be on time, and to be prepared for class discussion.  In this class, as in most classes, there is a strong correlation between regular attendance and good grades.  Mathematics is a course that is built upon previous information.  If you are absent from class, you will not be allowed to make up any test that occurred, unless there is a valid reason for missing class.  It is your responsibility to find out from other students what information you missed because of such absence.

Exams:  There will be 4 one hour exams and the final.  Make-up tests are not allowed unless your absence is justified.  In any case, you must contact me by telephone or e-mail before the exam if you are going to be absent.  Failure to do so will result in a zero for the test.  These tests will consist 50% of your grade.  Note:  the university fee for a make-up test is $40.00
Final exam:  The final exam will be a one and one-half hour exam.  It accounts for 35% of your grade and it will be comprehensive.  If your score on the final is better (percentage) than the score on any of your other tests, you may replace the lower score with the higher score.  In order to be eligible for this score adjustment, you must have taken all of the tests.

Grading:  Your grade will consist of the following:  homework 15%,  four 1 hour exams 50%, and the final examination 35%.

Final course grades will be determined by the following scale:
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A-
A
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B-
B+
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C- 
C+



60 - 69


D-
D+



  0 - 59


F

Note 1:  If you choose the CREDIT/NO CREDIT grading option, you must earn at least a "C-" to obtain CREDIT.

Academic Honesty and Classroom Etiquette

Students are encouraged to help each other on problem assignments to facilitate the learning process.  This does not include the practice of copying assignments, and if necessary, points will be deducted accordingly.  Any form of dishonest behavior during a test may result in the immediate failure of that test or possible dismissal from the course.  Please consult the university catalog for the complete university policy on academic dishonesty.  Cell phones, pagers, and any other electronic beeping devices must be turned off while class is in session.  If students are found to be in violation of this, the device will be collected for the remainder of the class, or, if s/he feels the need to respond to the call or page, the student will be excused from the classroom until the next time the class meets.  Due to the capability of cell phones to transmit text and images, cell phone usage during a test may result in the immediate failure of that test or possible dismissal from the course.  Students are expected to be on time for the start of class. You should expect to spend at least two hours studying outside of class for every hour spent in class. This means that for each of our 70 minute class sessions, you should plan to spend at least 2.5 hours of quality time studying outside of class. Of course, mileage may vary; if you wish to earn the best grade possible, you may have to study more!  Each person has different study needs.

